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III.   POLITICAL SCIENCE AND PERSONAL

CHARACTER

/C The current political science which lays so
much stress on personal liberty has been
readily accepted; it can be traced back from the
Levellers through the new departure that was taken
by Locke; it has had great influence on democratic
communities, and has been put forward with all the
attractive charm which such a writer as Mr Lowes
Dickinson can exercise. But after all, Mr Oscar
Browning and his pupils do not really go to the root
of the matter; Political Science, as they treat it, is
merely a collection of half truths, and gives but
little help as a guide in practical affairs. We have
already seen that it does not supply an adequate
account of the origin of civil society. Where the
liberty of each individual is taken for granted as an
axiom, there can be no solution of any of the pro-
blems which arise from time to time, as to the
grounds of coercion by the State, or the limits of
toleration, or the nature of personal obligations to
the community. Political Science has little or no-
thing to say about these questions, and they are all
left to the opportunist to decide according to per-
sonal temperament. It appears too that current
Political Science is somewhat of an anachronism; it
remains on the eighteenth century plane of thought,
and is satisfied to look at the State as a mechanism ;
it has not been influenced by Rousseau's conception